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year of Rome 672? when Caius Marius the younger,
and Cneius Carbo were consuls, and having performed
in the 104tli year of her age, six years before the
death of Augustus, in the consulate of C. Poppaeus
and Quintus Sulpicius, A. U. C. 7029.

Eunuchs also sometimes represented women on the
Roman stage, as they do at this day in Italy; for we
find that Sporus, wrho made so conspicuous a figure
in the time of Nero, being appointed in the year 70,
[A. U. G. 323] to personate a nymph, who, in an in-
terlude exhibited before Vitellius, was to be carried off
by a ravisher, rather than endure the indignity of wear-
ing a female dress on the stage, put himself to death 1:
a singular end for one, who about ten years before
had been ptiblickly espoused to Nero, in the hymeneal
veil, and had been carried through one of the streets
of Rome by the side of that monster, in the imperial
robes of the empresses, ornamented with a profusion
of jewels.

Thus ancient was the usage, which, though not
adopted in the neighbouring countries of France and
Italy, prevailed in England from the infancy of the
stage. The prejudice against women appearing on
the scene continued so strong, that till near the time
of the Restoration, boys constantly performed female
characters : and, strange as it may now appear, the
old practice was not deserted without many apologies
for the indecorum of the novel usage. In 1659 or
1660, in imitation of the foreign theatres, women
were first introduced on the scene. In 1656, indeed,
Mrs. Coleman, the wife of Mr. Edward Coleman, re-
presented lanthe in the First Part of D'Avenant's
Siege of Rhodes; but the little she had to say was
spoken in recitative. The first woman that appeared
in any regular drama on a publick stage, performed

9 Plin. Hist. Nat. lib. viii. c. xlviii.

* Xiphilini Vitel. p. 209, edit. E. Stephani, folio, 1592.